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Organisations need to prepare a response plan and take a 
joined-up approach when communicating with stakeholders. By
Richard Jeens and Mohan Rao of Slaughter and May.

Organisations discuss how to
demonstrate GDPR compliance
Companies are well on track with compliance programmes but  different
approaches to GDPR-readiness emerge. By Laura Linkomies. 

APL&B Roundtable, hosted
by Mark Keddie, Global
Data Protection Officer,

Dentsu Aegis Network, on 30
November 2017, was organised to
facilitate peer-to-peer discussions
with a small group on EU GDPR
compliance. The next event in this
series takes place in London on 

31 January (more information at the
end of the article).

A “business as usual” approach
will not work in organising compli-
ance with the GDPR. It is important
to connect with the departmental
managers who are responsible for

No one working in the data
privacy space will have
failed to notice that the

number, scale and consequences of
data breaches have all increased in
recent months. Unsurprisingly this
has led to many more “so what are we
doing about it” questions from senior

executives. The recent Morrisons’
decision1 and arrival in May this year
of the GDPR, with its mandatory
notification regime and significantly
increased monetary sanctions, hardly
calm the nerves. However, in our
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Practical handling of data
breaches now and post-GDPR 
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What about data transfers
after Brexit?
The UK will become a third country after March 2019, the EU Com-
mission stated earlier this month (p.23). The government’s view is that
adequacy should be easy to achieve as the UK is implementing the
GDPR and has a long tradition in data privacy. Whether the EU’s
reminder is just a political message to get on with things, or implying
that the UK regime has pretty strong surveillance powers, which could
stand in way of an adequacy decision, is a matter of great interest to
any company dealing with EU citizens’ data.

Giving evidence to the House of Commons Home Affairs Committee
in December, Elizabeth Denham, the Information Commissioner, said
that she would favour a transition agreement to cover all personal data.
This could be a bespoke agreement as part of the withdrawal negotia-
tions. “The UK stands a very good chance at that kind of mutual
recognition agreement in a transitional period, because there is no
other country that is as close to the EU when it comes to the law,” she
said. “You could carve out law enforcement.”

The House of Lords has pointed out that the UK Data Protection Bill
does not mention data protection as a qualified fundamental right. To
include that would also send the right message to the EU. The Lords,
who are in favour of this amendment, are moving on to the third read-
ing of the bill as we go to print. Several amendments have been made,
see p.10.   

For now, organisations are busy organising many aspects of GDPR
compliance, for example data breach notification (p.1) and marketing.
The future e-privacy regime is still being debated at European level, but
organisations can rest assured that not everything will change (p.16).

In this issue we also report on Artificial Intelligence (p.14), and inves-
tigate training options for Data Protection Officers (p.19). Join us on
31 January in London for a peer-to-peer discussion on GDPR imple-
mentation, see www.privacylaws.com/events

Laura Linkomies, Editor
PRIvACY LAWS & BUSINESS 
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