
East meets West: Converging
regimes, different approaches
Data Protection Authorities discussed legislative frameworks,
data transfers and new technologies at their 39th International
Conference. Laura Linkomies reports from Hong Kong.

Poland takes further steps to
adjust to the GDPR
DPA to conduct inspections without prior notification. Specific rules
for processing of employee data. By Joanna Tomaszewska and
Filip Drgas of Spaczyński, Szczepaniak & Wspólnicy, Warsaw.

After a few months of silence
(following the announce-
ment of the partial draft of

the new data protection law in March
2017 – the “March Proposal”),
Poland’s Ministry of Digital Affairs
has finally published the draft of the

new act on data protection and the
draft of a separate act seeking to
implement the GDPR into Polish
law in sectoral provisions (both pro-
posals are referred to as the “Draft”).

See the back page or www.privacylaws.com/subscription_info

To check your type of subscription, contact 
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The conference was attended
by more than 750 representa-
tives from Data Protection

Authorities, policymakers, govern-
ment and business leaders. The
DPAs, in their closed session,
accepted as new members the Data
Protection Authorities of Japan,

Montenegro, South Africa and
Turkey, and Belgium’s Supervisory
Authority for Police Information
Management. 

The DPAs adopted resolutions
on automated vehicles (p.30),
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Can the GDPR create a new
global standard?
European privacy principles and the GDPR have a huge impact
outside of Europe (p.21). In the US, companies are signing up to the
EU-US Privacy Shield to ensure continued data flows, but the
arrangement’s future is still not certain, although the first year looks
promising (p.12). The first annual review started 18 September, and
the EU Commission should release its assessment any day now, to be
followed by a separate report by the EU Data Protection Authorities
(p.9). 

At the Data Protection Authorities’ 39th International Conference in
Hong Kong in September which I attended with PL&B publisher
Stewart Dresner and Asia-Pacific Editor, Professor Graham
Greenleaf, many speakers from Asian countries told the participants
how they are preparing for the GDPR. The Hong Kong Privacy
Commissioner’s Office has developed a Privacy Management
Programme to mark a strategic shift from compliance to
accountability. This is one of the examples of how the thinking in the
East meets West (p.1), even if there is not a common regulatory
framework. 

South Korea has applied for an EU adequacy decision but our
correspondent says that it may have to be satisfied with a partial
adequacy assessment in the area of information and communications
networks (p.23). Read an overview of privacy developments in South
Asian countries on p.18, and a short summary of the Asian Privacy
Scholars Network conference which discussed a wide range of topical
privacy issues (p.29). 

Country-specific reports in this issue discuss GDPR implementation
in Poland (p.1) and Austria (p.10), and how it also affects data
protection in a European Economic Area country, Iceland (p.16). In
addition, we report on the Belgian DPA’s recommendation on the role
of Data Protection Officers (p.7). Progress is being made with GDPR
implementation in Spain and Ireland, and we will report on them in a
future issue. We are also following closely in our UK Report (to be
published next month) progress on the UK’s draft DP law which will
implement both the GDPR and the so-called Police Directive (p.17).
If you would like to inform us of GDPR implementation in your
country, please contact me. 

In this issue, we also report for the first time on the work of the
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Privacy (p.27),
and data privacy and intellectual property challenges with the
Industrial Internet of Things (p.25). 

Laura Linkomies, Editor
PRIvACy LAWS & BUSINESS 
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